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My Story… 
  
What has impacted you most during this crisis?  Personally 
or professionally? 

I feel blessed to have a job and the ability to provide for my 
family.  There are millions of people who do not have the same 
opportunities.  The economic impact of COVID 19 is having a 
profound bearing on one’s ability to provide the basic essentials 
for their families.  In addition, the mental health crisis that we have 
experienced over the past several years is only going to spike.  
This is a new ACE for everyone.  How will we respond?  A great 
deal of attention and publicity is focused around the escalation of 
domestic violence.  My heart, mind, and soul weigh heavy on the 
fact that some of my students are not in a safe environment.  
They are not able to be monitored and cared for the way the 
should be.  This is a turning point in our society.  We must pull 
together all necessary resources, supports, and collaborate with 
all local agencies to the fullest extent possible in order to identify, 
support, and provide safety for our most precious gifts, our 
children. 



How would you like to be able to move forward? What do you 
need to be able to move forward? 

I hope that we can find a way to bring our students, safely, back 
into our buildings.  We MUST focus on social-emotional health 
and wellbeing.  Resources and funding must be aligned to provide 
the supports we will need in order to meet the demands of the 
physical, mental, and emotional tool that this pandemic has 
caused and continues to cause.  There is no greater time than 
now to improve curriculum, provide resources, attain additional 
staff (social workers, school psychologists, behavior support 
personnel, etc.) in order to meet the complexities and mental 
health needs of our students and staff.  We cannot teach a child 
content without first teaching the child.  Our focus must shift from 
curriculum-based instruction to student-based instruction and 
meeting the child where they are.  Establishing a safe learning 
environment for our students will be a top priority. 

What are your fears, if any, about re-opening? 

The greatest fear is the potential of loss.  I do not want any of my 
students or staff to suffer from this virus.  In re-opening we must 
ensure every measure is in place to protect life.  If potential is 
there for loss of a human-being, the risk is too high for me. 
Another fear is how we can safely re-open without causing 
additional trauma to our students.  What impact will face 
coverings, social distancing, modified schedules, decreased or 
non-existent human contact, or any other process put into place 
to re-open schools have on our students? 
In addition, we must consider the impact re-opening will have on 
our staff.  What will happen with those teammates with 
compromised immune systems?  What supports/resources/
additional time will be put into place for a successful integration of 
distance learning combined with in-person teaching and 
learning?  We cannot risk our staff’s health and increase staff 
burn-out with a re-opening plan that doesn’t address these 
factors.


